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In October, Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry (WARM) received a $10,000 grant from the Disabled 

American Veterans (DAV) Charitable Service Trust, just in time for WARM’s annual Veterans Day of 

Hope. 

 

Founded in 1996, WARM is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to make urgent, safety-related repairs 

and accessibility upgrades for veterans, elderly, disabled, and other low-income homeowners in 

Brunswick, New Hanover, and Pender Counties.  

 

For those who qualify, the repairs are completed free of charge, usually by volunteers. Typical services 

include flooring/subflooring repair, plumbing and electrical repairs, roofing, window and door 

replacement and repair, wheelchair ramp construction, grab bar installation, stairs and landing 

construction, weatherization, and appliance installation.  

 

So far in 2017, WARM has repaired and/or added accessibility upgrades to the homes of 14 military 

veteran families. The DAV grant will be put to use right away during WARM’s annual Veterans Day of 

Hope. Because of the tremendous volunteer support, the event is actually two days – Friday Nov 10 and 

Saturday Nov 11 – and will help 3 veteran families.  

 

Robert, a US Navy veteran who served in Vietnam, will be the first person served with the DAV grant this 

Friday. Volunteers from the Society of American Military Engineers will replace the rickety, dangerous 

front steps to his mobile home with a new landing and steps. They will also repair a roof leak, replace a 

leaky window, and install new kitchen cabinets, countertop and sink. 

 

“Veterans Day is our most popular Day of Hope“ says WARM’s executive director JC Lyle. “It is especially 

moving to see military groups like the Coast Guard, Single Marines Club from Camp Lejeune, and the 

UNCW Student Veterans Organization sign up. You can tell they want to take care of their own.” 

 

WARM partners with local DAV Chapter 11 to find and help veterans in need of home repair. “We are an 

all-volunteer organization; by working with WARM we are able to help more veterans,” says Pat O’Reilly 

Chapter 11’s Commander. “We are working together on a wheelchair ramp for a WWII veteran right 

now and their expertise has been very helpful.” 

 

If you would like more information about Veterans Day of Hope or about other ways to get involved 

with WARM’s mission, please call WARM’s office at 910.399.7563 or go to www.warmnc.org To learn 

more about DAV, go to www.DAV.org  
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